5th October, ‘10

Mr.Chairman

Excellencies,

Distinguished Delegates

Ladies and Gentleman

Today, we stand here again at an impasse.  We left only a short time ago the last century, embracing in this new century the continued development and improvement in human rights. Morocco has a moral responsibility to uphold these basic rights for the Saharwian people living in contested territory under de facto Moroccan control.  Members of the UN Security Council must insist this be more than words.

While it is true according to the Human Rights Watch 2008 report Morocco has made steady gains in its human rights performance in the past fifteen years. It has allowed greater freedom of expression and independent human rights monitoring, and has established a truth commission that investigated and acknowledged past abuses and compensated victims. It has ended some of the most grievous practices, such as long-term “disappearances,” that were commonplace in the past. This illustrates that progress is indeed possible.
However their report continues, “The limits to Morocco’s progress on human rights are apparent in the way authorities suppress opposition to the officially held position that Western Sahara is part of Morocco. The government bans peaceful demonstrations and refuses legal recognition to human rights organizations. Moroccan authorities consider the “Southern Provinces” part of Morocco, subject to the same laws and administrative structures as the rest of the country. Therefore, their treatment of dissent in this region, despite its particular characteristics, should not be considered an aberration but rather an example of the extent to which Moroccan authorities continue to violate human rights in order to suppress political dissent on issues they deem critical.”

The report found that Moroccan authorities repress this right through laws penalizing affronts to Morocco’s “territorial integrity,” through arbitrary arrests, unfair trials, restrictions on associations and assemblies, and through police violence and harassment that goes unpunished.

In conclusion, I would like to repeat the HRW suggested recommendations to the 
UN Security Council:

Expand the mandate of MINURSO (UN Mission for the Referendum in Western Sahara) to include human rights monitoring and reporting in both Western Sahara and in the Polisario-administered camps in Algeria; or establish another mechanism by which the UN provides regular, on-the-ground human rights monitoring and reporting there. 

Recommendations to the Government of Morocco:
Permit on-the-ground monitoring of human rights conditions in Western Sahara by an appropriate UN mechanism such as MINURSO, should the UN expand its mandate.

Revise or abolish articles of the Press Code, the Law on Associations, and other legislation that criminalize speech and political or associative activities deemed affronts to Morocco’s “territorial integrity” and that are used to suppress.

Ensure that local administrative authorities comply with Morocco’s Law on Associations by halting their practice of refusing to accept the founding papers submitted by independent associations that are following the procedures for obtaining legal status. More broadly, authorities should restrict the right of persons to form and act within associations only in accordance with the narrowly defined criteria specified in the International Covenant on Political and Civil Rights.

Allow the right of peaceful assembly to all persons, including advocates of Sahrawi self-determination, in accordance with Article 21 of the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights. Authorities should restrict the right of peaceful assembly only when there is credible evidence of a threat to “national security or public safety, public order, the protection of public health or morals or the protection of the rights and freedoms of others,” and only then to the most limited restriction necessary, in both scope and time.

Take steps to ensure that the courts reach verdicts in politically charged cases based on the examination and impartial weighing of all relevant evidence. Judges and prosecutors should act to curb immunity for police who mistreat suspects in custody or use improper coercion to extract incriminating statements. They should do so by, among other things, giving effect to suspects’ right under Moroccan law to demand medical examinations to check for evidence of mistreatment and rejecting as evidence any statement that is established to have been made as a result of torture. Continue the positive steps Morocco has recently taken in lifting reservations to the Convention against Torture and other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment, by ratifying the UN Optional Protocol to the Convention against Torture.

That protocol requires states parties to allow access to all places of detention to a national body “for the prevention of torture and other cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment or punishment,” as well as to a subcommittee of the UN Committee against Torture. Under the terms of the protocol, both the UN subcommittee and the body established at the national level shall advise the government on steps “to strengthen the protection of persons deprived of their liberty against torture and other cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment or punishment.”

I apologize to the committee for any overages in time as we should take very seriously the plight and preservation of a people's voice and self-determination in a world where few have either and yet, is the basis of human dignity!

Miss Cynthia Basinet

Nobel nominated jazz artist and actress

